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If you would turn with me to John 11:25-27:
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; and he who believes in Me shall live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” She said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God, even He who comes into the world.
 
Then if you will turn to 1 Peter 1:3-9:
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.
 
Then lastly, Ephesians 1:15-21:
For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you, and your love for all the saints, do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened so that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age, but also in the one to come.
 
Could we have a further word of prayer:
Beloved Lord, we are so thankful when we come to the ministry of Your word, that You do not leave us according to our own talents or energy or knowledge. You provide us with an anointing, that anointing grace and power which You make available to us. It makes all the difference. We don’t want to just speak words, translate words or hear words. We want to meet with You. We want to receive from You. We want that word of Christ to dwell in us richly. We want to hear your voice this night. We want to be touched by your Holy Spirit. Therefore Lord, by faith we stand into that anointing which You have provided both for the speaking of of Your word, translating of Your word and the hearing of Your word. Lord, fulfill Your design and purpose in our being together tonight. We ask it in the name of our Lord Jesus, Amen.
 
My responsibility in these times together in the word of the Lord is “Knowing Christ in His resurrection.” I cannot think of a more wonderful theme.  Brother Stephen is going to speak on “Knowing Christ in His death” and Brother Christian, “Knowing Christ in His ascension.” My responsibility is resurrection. What poor people we are if we do not know the resurrection of the Lord Jesus! We would simply be nominal, religious Christians. It would just be a question of ritual, a question of doctrine. But to know Christ in His resurrection - that is the dividing point between religion and experience.
 
It is a most remarkable fact that the Lord Jesus never spoke of His death without, at the same time, speaking of His resurrection. His death was to accomplish something that in His resurrection He could make real in each one of us. The Bible is all about life and life and more life. Death is only a means to life. Everywhere you turn in the Bible, you will find life - not just flesh life but spiritual life, eternal life, the life of God, undying life, everywhere you turn. In the very beginning of the Bible, you see the tree of life and at the end of the Bible, you have the tree of life. You go from one tree of life to the last tree of life - the same tree. You go from a river of life and you find at the end, the river of life. It is life, everywhere. Now all I want to be able to get, by the spirit of God, how wonderful it is to be a child of God.
 
To be a child of God, you must have been born. You are not stillborn; you are not born dead. You are born alive. It is therefore a tremendous matter we are dealing with!
Wherever you look in the Bible, it is the matter of the fruitful life, the power of life. Life more abundant, everywhere you turn.
 
The first thing I want to underline this evening is in John 1:4. It is speaking about the Lord Jesus:
In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
 
This life is the life of God. If I may so speak of it – undying life. Life that has no beginning and no end. Undying life. Endless life. This is why God is called simply the living God. All other gods are gods of stone or of wood or of silver or of something else and that there are demons behind them. There’s no doubt that there are spiritual forces behind these principalities and powers. But God always reveals Himself as the living God. He revealed His name to Moses when Moses asked what His name was. He said My name is I am. Not I was. I am. I am that I am. The living God. Now when you realize how tremendous it is when you hear these words I am, that is, in the Lord Jesus was life and this life was the light of men. This is the life of God in the Lord Jesus and that life becomes light. Jesus put it Himself in another way – I am the light of the world. He that follows Me shall not walk in darkness but shall have the light of life. Not the light of knowledge, the light of life.
 
This is another kind of knowledge. One kind of knowledge is up here. The other kind of knowledge is here. You understand? That is why the Apostle Paul prayed to the church at Corinth - that the eyes of their heart might be enlightened that they might know what is the hope of His glory. Not know about it. That’s theology. Now there is nothing wrong with pure theology but there is a vast difference in studying theology and knowing the Lord. When you know the Lord, there is an impact on you. What you see in the Lord, it has an effect upon you. You can study something just as a doctrine and it can leave you cold. Your life is unchanged. You just have a little more knowledge in your head but when you see the Lord, it is the knowledge of life and it changes you and your whole life is challenged. You are redirected; you cannot be the same. This matter is so important!
 
You see in John 14:6, the Lord Jesus declared it:
I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
 
Jesus said that, “I am the life.” He didn’t say, “I declare the truth.” He said, “I am the truth.” He didn’t say, “I point to the way.” He said, “I am the way.” He didn’t say, “I express the life.” He said, “I am the life.” Now I say that this is tremendous once it dawns on you.
 
I have said it before and I will say it again - the term “Christian life” is nowhere to be found in the Bible. The term “Christian” is found only a couple of times but the term “Christian life” is nowhere found in the whole Bible, not in any of the 66 books from Genesis 1 to Revelations 22. You might say, “Well, of course, you don’t expect to find it in the 39 books of Old Testament but the 27 writings of the New Testament, how come the Christian life is not mentioned once?”  After all, book after book after book after book has been written on the Christian life. Conference after conference, convention after convention have shared on the Christian life. But the term never comes up once in the New Testament. Not once. Does that mean there’s no such thing as a Christian life? Of course not. What the word of God calls “eternal life” is the Christian life.
 
Now you can turn to 1 John 5:11-12 and this is how it reads:
And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God, does not have the life.
 
Now let me put it another way to bring it home to you. And the witness is this that God gave unto us the Christian life and this Christian life is in His Son. He that has the Son has the Christian life. He that has not the Son of God has not the Christian life. Now just wait - I don’t want to upset anybody but I have to be very clear on this. You can have baptism but not have eternal life. You can have the Lord’s table, the bread and the wine, and not have the Christian life, not have the eternal life. You can be on the church membership roll and still you’re not a possessor of eternal life. Only a living experience of the Son, only a direct relationship to the Lord Jesus – this alone brings you to be a possessor of eternal life. Now listen to me further - your great grandfather might have been a wonderful Christian. Born of God, walking with God, hearing God and bringing others to the Lord but that does not make you a Christian. Your mother may have been a wonderful Christian but that does not make you a Christian. Do you understand? I remember Billy Graham putting it simply - if you were born in a garage, that doesn’t make you a car. There are a lot of people who think that because one was born in a Christian family, this makes them a Christian but they never had a saving experience of the Lord Jesus. Only those who have had a saving experience of the Lord Jesus are Christians. We have to make it as clear as we can.
 
I once went to a church located in Kentucky. I noticed the whole place, the whole assembly, was bursting with life. I asked the pastor what had happened to this place. He told me that his predecessor held a week of meetings and he brought in a very well- known evangelist. He told all the church members to invite people who are not Christians. On the first night, there was no one there but Christians.  On the second night, there was no one there but Christians and on the third night, there was no one there but Christians. So the evangelist said to the pastor if he should go over the teaching but the pastor said no, thinking that maybe tomorrow they will bring in people. But the evangelist was a real servant of God. That fourth night, he preached on making your calling and election sure and then he asked if there was anyone here that was baptized (this was a Baptist church) but felt in their heart that they do not think they know the Lord. He also asked if maybe there are others here who are even teaching in the Sunday school but not sure if you have a real experience of the Lord Jesus to please get up and come forward. Two thirds of the assembly went forth! Suddenly people in all kinds of offices in the church found the Lord but the original pastor was very angry. He felt he had lost face. He was very very upset and thought he should stop the meeting but something happened in the assembly and he could not stop it.
 
I learned that many of those had come into the church at age four or five years old by putting their hands up and then being baptized the next week but no one ever sat down and talked with them to make clear what the gospel really is. Isn’t this amazing? This is exactly what Constantine did in the 4th century who called everybody who wanted to be could be a Christian.
 
Now all I’m saying is this – you must make your calling and election sure. We don’t put our faith in ceremony, important as they may be, but we can only put our faith in the Lord Jesus. Every single one of us need our own experience of His saving grace and power.
This Christian life is not something artificial. It is not something projected, it is something inside. You begin to experience the Lord. You don’t just read books about others who experience the Lord. You and I begin to experience the Lord ourselves. The word begins to live through us. We hear the Lord. You understand? It is a tremendous thing we are talking about.
 
Some people think that just because they have Christian parents or Christian grandparents – it is a very interesting way the apostle Paul put this – he said to Timothy - the faith that is in you first dwelt in your mother and in your grandmother. It wasn’t second generation or third generation. As someone once said - God does not have grandchildren. He has only children.  What dwelt in your grandparents, dwelt in your parents, must dwelt in you. That is, you may have known these things from a little child but these things must be made real to you. This is tremendous.
 
Now I want to say something else. Jesus said as it is recorded in John 11:25:
I am the resurrection and the life.
 
Now have we got it wrong? Shouldn’t He say, “I am the life and the resurrection”? Why did He put it that way? Well, if you look at the Scripture that we read through - it is interesting because He said he that believeth on Me though he die yet shall he live. And whosoever liveth and believeth on Me shall never die. Why did the Lord Jesus put this matter of resurrection first and life afterwards? For this eternal life to be yours or to be mine, someone had to die. In other words, I cannot but become the possessor of God’s eternal life unless it begins with the resurrection. Someone had to love me. Someone had to die for me and then in His resurrection I am saved. I am talking of course about the atoning death of our Lord Jesus. There was no way you and I could have become the possessor of God’s life.
 
The Christian life is not dressing up a corpse or dressing up a person who is unsaved. It begins with a death. You have to be born again. Now I find this tremendous because if you look at Romans 6:23, we read that the wages of sin is death but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Now maybe you’re saying “Why is he preaching the gospel to us?” We are all believers. We know this. It is very important to get this absolutely clear.
 
Consider Romans 5:10:
For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
 
Or “in His life”as it is literally. That is, when the Lord Jesus died, through His blood you and I have been justified and more than that. The alienation, the divorce between us and God, has gone and we are reconciled. Now all the glorious power of life can be ours.
We are saved in His life, love and joy and peace. All these wonderful things - everything is in that life. His death clears the ground but in the gift of His life is everything you and I need. All practical genuine experience of the Lord begins here.
 
Let me take you to 1 Peter 1:3:
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
 
Born again unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Isn’t that an amazing phrase! Listen - unto an inheritance incorruptible, and a salvation ready to be revealed unto the last time. Born again! Do you realize how marvelous it is to be born of God? Do you know when you were born of God, the spirit of God was sent upon in your heart crying, “Abba Father!”? You know that Abba is Hebrew for “father.” The French say “papa.” You Chinese says “baba.” This is so simple. You realize what happened when you were born again? The spirit of God was sent upon in your heart saying “Papa.” A direct personal relationship to Him.
 
Let it come into your head. Some children of God are so afraid to begin to stand on the promises. Some are afraid to appropriate what is theirs in the Lord Jesus. They feel they are not worthy. They feel somehow they are more distant relatives. But the spirit of God has been sent upon in your hearts. You are not a cousin that’s a thousand times remote. You are a child of God. You’ve been born again. You belong to Him. You belong to His family. You belong to the household of faith. He loves you. He wants to hear you. He wants to speak to you. What a wonderful thing birth is. Look at you all.  All sitting here in these seats. So many years ago, all of you were this size. Amazing! You came out of your mother as a tiny little foot of flesh. Now look at you – just look at you. All of what you have now came from that little foot of flesh.
 
When I was first born, my mother thought I was so ugly. First of all my eyes did not open for a couple of weeks. Then I was a lovely kind of tomato red. My mother said to my father, “I think they’ve mixed up the babies. You’re so good looking and I’m not bad myself, how could we produce something like this?”  I had a big head so my mother had a very hard time but I was born all those years ago and everything I’ve got today came from then, except the clothes, of course! But isn’t the wonder of birth amazing – to be born again with a relationship to God?
 
Now what are the evidences of birth? First thing, you breathe. A very simple thing, very simple. I think everybody here is breathing. It is so simple and yet you cannot live without breathing. You were not told by your mother, “Now, begin!” You began breathing. The nurse took you up and whacked you. First thing.
 
Second thing, you could cry. That’s the second thing. Your lungs were not much there but they could make you cry. Isn’t it true?
 
Third thing, your eyes open. A new world suddenly, your eyes open. You couldn’t focus too well but little by little, your eyes focused.
 
Another thing, you began to hear. Before long, you could tell your mother’s voice from a thousand other ladies’ voices. You could tell your father’s voice. You began to distinguish between your uncle’s voice and your father’s voice, your mother’s voice and your grandmother’s voice.
 
These are the evidences that you are alive. If someone does not breathe, they are stillborn, born dead. If their eyes don’t open, they are dead. If their ears don’t start to hear, they’re dead. If they don’t ever cry… what baby does not cry? Some more than others. I cried so much that my mother took me to a specialist. And he went through all the examinations and then he said, “Mrs. Lambert, you have a very, very strong-willed son. Wheel him down to the bottom of the garden and leave him there.” But I had great allies in the neighbors who when they heard me yelling at the bottom of the garden went all the way to the front door and rang on the door, knocked and said, “Mrs. Lambert your son is crying at the bottom of the garden” and my mother would say, “I know he’s down at the bottom of the garden because I put him there.”
 
Well now, listen carefully. Are you spiritually breathing? Listen, have your eyes open to a new world? Then you are a child of God.  Listen, are you speaking, that is, do you feel a need to pray? That’s an evidence that you are born of God.  There are some other things as well.
 
The sign of a healthy child is that the child has an appetite - hunger and thirst. What kind of baby would it be if he had no hunger and no thirst? If there is no hunger or no thirst, there’s some disease. Something is wrong. There are thousands of Christians who do not hunger for the Lord. They don’t pray; they don’t feed on the Word. They don’t drink of the spirit. Do you understand? Something’s wrong.
 
Isn’t it an amazing thing that when you were born and before very long, without reading a book, you stood up. The first time a baby stands up, it’s exciting in the family. All around, everywhere people on cell phone, “Little so and so, Tommy has stood up.”  Folks, you might think, “What is so remarkable about that?” Millions and millions of human beings have stood up.  It’s a sign that something is happening. So and so is growing. For the first time, they are standing. Then they take their first step, they start to walk. What’s so remarkable about that? Millions and millions of millions of human beings have walked. And then they run. Think of that! And then they fight. But the Scripture speaks of standing in Christ, walking in Christ, running the race, fighting the good fight. These are the evidences that someone is born of God.
 
Of course, when you are first born, we don’t expect you to stand or to walk or to fight and we don’t expect you to eat a steak when you are one week old. But when you are 20 years old in the Lord and you cannot pray and you cannot hear the Lord, you cannot walk with the Lord, you cannot run and you cannot fight the good fight of faith, something is wrong.
 
So dear folks, what an amazing thing this is!  And isn’t it interesting what the apostle Paul said in that amazing testimony he gave recorded in Philippians 3 – he counts everything but loss that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings being made conformed of the Lord unto His death.  Now note the order: that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection. That has to come first. You cannot know the fellowship of His sufferings if you do not know the power of His resurrection. To enter the fellowship of His sufferings would spiritually finish you; you did not know the power of His resurrection life. It is amazing what the Lord entrusts to some of His children and the key to it is knowing the Lord Jesus in the power of His resurrection. Actually, you cannot experience His resurrection life and power without being conformed to His death. But the only way any child of God can know what it is to be crucified with Christ is through His resurrection life. Otherwise, it becomes just dead religion. That I may know the power of His resurrection. Not know about Him, as I‘ve said already, but know Him.
 
And I want to just finish by pointing out to you in the Ephesian letter how amazing it is the apostle prayer for the church in Ephesus. He knew that what he was writing could easily just become a truth, sound truth, doctrine, pure doctrine, and he was afraid of it. It is not because he was afraid of pure doctrine or of sound truth but he wanted them to know more than that. He wanted them to experience what He meant when He prayed for them that the Lord would grant them a spirit of wisdom and revelation, a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus. Revelation, illumination. When God opens the eyes of the heart. What you know here suddenly, you see it here and you’re stunned. Up here, leaves you untouched. But when it comes here in the heart, you are stunned. You are filled with a sense of awe and wonder. How great the Lord is! How amazing what He has won for us. The eyes of your heart enlightened that you may know what is the hope of His glory.  It dawns upon you.  Not everything…that will take a whole lifetime. But something dawns on you. And this has something to do with His inheritance in the saints. You know it up here but here, it makes all the difference.
 
And then this – and what the exceeding greatness of His power to us who believe according to that working of the strength of His might when He walked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead. The whole of hell was mobilized to keep Christ in the tomb. Every demon, every principality, every power, every world ruler of the darkness - they were all focused on one thing – to keep him in the tomb. Oh the power that God wrought when He raised Jesus from the dead!
 
Now listen, it is the same power available to you. But many of us, we are so sorry for ourselves. It’s all very well for Him to talk up there. If he only knew what I’m suffering. If he only knew the circumstance that I have or the situations that I have or the problems I’ve got or the obstacles in my way at present. If he only knew my husband, if he only knew my wife, if he only knew my parents, he’d understand, I am in a special case. It is too much for me. Of course, we would never say it like this but this is what we’re thinking, “I blame God for this.” He’s put too much on me. He’s allow too much to happen. But to know Christ in His resurrection. The same power of the spirit of God that raised up Jesus from the dead is the power that's working in you. Believe it.
 
If you could say tonight, I have tremendous problems but greater is He that is in me than he that is in this world. Go to the Old Testament, the Lord of Hosts is with us. That is a wonderful term, the commander of the army of heaven is with us. The god of Jacob is our refuge. Power and grace. The Lord of Hosts, the god of Jacob. The commander of the army of heaven with us. The god of Jacob, our refuge. To know the Lord in this way is something so real.
 
Well, you say, I don’t think He would do it for me. I am not a very exceptional or significant person. I think you are. I am not trying to inflate your pride. Let me tell you something. God so loved you that He gave His only begotten Son for you. How can you be so insignificant? The price God placed on you is the worth of His own Son. Oh, you say, I can’t believe that!  But that’s the problem – you are an unbeliever. That’s the problem. You are a Christian unbeliever. It’s tragic. You say, well I don’t think I’m worth enough but He loved you and gave Himself for you. I would have thought if the Son of God loved the person, that person had to be significant. You must be marked out. You must be. Think. The devil comes to you again – don’t listen to him. He doesn't know what he’s talking about. You know yourself. You know you’re insignificant. You know you’re unworthy. You know you’re not very special. But listen to me, the word of Gods says, He loved you and gave Himself for you.
 
You can never explain the love of God. It is totally beyond. I know people have tried to explain it. You cannot explain it. He loves you because He loves you. This is the only explanation. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the Holy Spirit could touch your heart tonight and you could hear the Lord saying to you personally, “I love you” and wouldn’t it be wonderful if the Holy Spirit could touch your heart to your ears and you could hear the Lord Jesus say “I’ve loved you and I gave myself for you”? What would your response be?
 
Shall we pray:
Oh, dear Lord we do pray this night that You would touch our hearts. It’s not our heads that need to be touched. It is our hearts. Lord, touch our hearts and somehow reach us this night. We want to know the Lord Jesus in His resurrection. We want somehow the wonder of that resurrection life of our Lord Jesus to become a reality. Touch us oh Lord, In Your great mercy and love, we ask it in that name of Yours, Amen.
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Would you turn with me to some Scripture in John 11:25-26:
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; and he who believes in Me shall live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die.
 
Then in the same gospel John 15:4-5:
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me; and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me, you can do nothing.
 
And then in Galatians 2:20:
I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.
 
And Philippians 1:21:
For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
 
And finally, 1 Corinthians 15:50-54
Now this I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.
 
Could we have a further word of prayer:
Beloved Lord, it is a wonderful thing to be found in Your presence. We want to bow before You once again in worship and praise. What a wonderful thing it is, Lord, that You died for us. We who have been saved by Your grace, we bow before You this evening in adoration. And Lord as we come to speak about that resurrection of our Lord Jesus, we ask Lord that You would swallow up a whole of this time in that resurrection life and power. Thank You Lord for the anointing which You have specifically provided for us this evening. Into that anointing, grace and power, we stand by faith for the speaking of Your word, for the translation of Your word and for the hearing of Your word. Lord, be the beginning and the end of this time. Be everything we need. And we shall be careful to give You the praise and glory for answering this prayer. We ask it in the name of our Messiah, the Lord Jesus, Amen.
 
My responsibility in these times is knowing Christ in His resurrection. God has given us eternal life through the death of our Lord Jesus. That eternal life of God is ours in practical experience through His resurrection. I do not want to go over what I said yesterday again. Only to say this – that we were justified through the shedding of His blood. We were reconciled to God through the death of our Lord Jesus but we are saved by the life of the Lord Jesus. That resurrection of His is the beginning of everything that God does in the believer’s life and in the life of the church. And that is really the first thing I want to underline this evening. With God, all His work in the believer begins with resurrection.
 
Let me put it another way. God has put beyond possibility, human possibility, everything that is of Himself. Everything He does is on the other side of the grave. That is the one thing man has found impossible to reach. He could get a man to the moon. He can go around in a kind of moon buggy. He can explore space. He is probing Mars and even thinking of going beyond that. But he cannot raise a dead man. That is impossible. Once death comes, it is the end. All human ingenuity, all human creativity, all human power, all human intellect, is rendered, what can I say…is rendered incapable by death.  And God begins everything on the other side of death. I wonder if you get this.  Jesus said I am the resurrection and the life. If you are going to know Me, if you are going to grow in Me, if you are going to come to maturity, if you are going to be anointed for service, then it begins with resurrection.
 
Let me put it another way. This is described in the Word of God as the beginning. Or let me put it another way. It is the new man. It is the new creation. Now let me take you through a few scripture.
 
Revelation 1:8:
I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.
 
Revelation 21:6:
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.
 
I am actually quoting, first of all, what God, the Lord God said. I am the Alpha and the Omega.  You understand?  God says I am the whole language.	I am as it were the one who expressed my heart, my mind. I mean, in English, we would say I am the “A” and the “Z”. In the Greek, it is I am the Alpha and the Omega. In Hebrew, I am the alfa and the Oo, but what are we going to do with Chinese?
 
What God is saying is I am the whole alphabet. He’s not saying I am the first letter of the alphabet and the last letter of the alphabet. I am the whole alphabet. This is tremendous when you begin to understand it. Especially when you understand how John begins his gospel.
 
John 1:1:
In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.
 
A-B-C-D-E-F-G-H-I-J-K-L-M-N-O-P-Q-R-S-T-U-V-W-X-Y-Z.
 
Now you read in Revelation 21:5-6:
And He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” And He said, “Write, for these words are faithful and true.” And He said to me, “It is done, I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.” I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.
 
Now listen carefully because the Lord is saying I will make all things new. We who are born of God are already in the new. We have yet to see everything made new. But we have a new birth and we are in the new man and we are in the new creation. It is the new life that is ours and the new hope that is ours. It is the beginning of something. But not only the beginning, the alpha and the omega. The beginning and the end. It is the Lord Jesus. Now will you note one moment, we will come back to it - I will give to him that thirsts of the fountain of the water of life freely.
 
Now in Revelation 22:13:
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.
 
Now what I am trying to say is very simple although it sounds very difficult. The Lord Jesus is the resurrection and the life. He is the first and the last and everything in- between. The beginning and the end and the whole development from the beginning to the end. He is the alphabet of God. Everything God says is in terms of the Lord Jesus. It is the truth as it is in Jesus. He is the Word. He is the very heart and mind of God expressed. And it all begins with resurrection. We are saved by His resurrection, saved by His life. We are born again through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  It is wonderful! What man could not do, the spirit of God does in and through the Lord Jesus.
 
Well, let me take you to another Scripture. Revelation 1:5:
And from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
The first-born from the dead. Resurrection. And the ruler of the kings of the earth. Turn back to Colossians 1:18:
He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the first-born from the
dead; so that He Himself might come to have first place in everything.
 
The beginning, the first-born from the dead.
 
Let me give you another Scripture - back to Revelation. It is interesting to me that this matter comes again and again in the book of Revelation. As if in the summing of everything God says this is absolutely vital.
 
Revelation 3:14:
These things says the Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God.
 
It is the same idea again. Let me get you to the old covenant. In Psalm 36:9:
For with Thee is the fountain of life; In Thy light we see light.
 
With Thee is the fountain of life, the beginning. The fountain of life is with Thee. In Thy light, we shall see light. Not Maoism, not Marxism, not humanism, not Darwinism, not all the human philosophy that is filling the world. In Thy light, we shall see light.
 
The enemy’s great strategy is to give us other fountains, to give us other origins, to give us light from that angel of light, say to himself, seducing the spirit, doctrines of demons..
 
Let me give you another in Psalm 87. This is a wonderful little Psalm. All about Zion and all about those who are born of God. They may have their first birth in Babylon or Philistia or wherever else but their new birth is registered in Zion, in that Jerusalem which is above, which is the mother of us all. And this is how it ends. Psalm 87:7:
All my springs of joy are in you.
 
You are the beginning, the beginning of power, the beginning of life, the beginning of growth. All my fountains are in Thee. I wonder whether this simple little truth has ever dawned upon thee. When God said to you, it was through the finished work of the Lord Jesus, but the practical outworking of that salvation has to do with the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.
 
Let me put it another way. God has given us everything in Christ. Everything! It is all given us in Christ and with Christ. It is all in His resurrection life and power. Your so great a salvation saved to the uttermost. Your sanctification – we’re so frightened by the word sanctification – it seems so heavy, so dark, something to do with dressing in black and looking very strait-laced, very sort of in a strait jacket. Oh don’t talk to me about sanctification. We feel it is so heavy, so joyless, so unnatural, so abnormal.
 
Sanctification is the Lord Jesus. It is so simple. A person who is sanctified has joy. A person who is sanctified has peace, which passes all understanding. A person who is sanctified is full of life. A person who is sanctified has life in their soul. A person who is sanctified has color in their life. A person who is sanctified is simply walking in Christ. God has given us everything to do with being changed from being a sinner into a saint and it is all in the Lord Jesus. In other words, speaking of being a Christian, it is absolutely normal to be sanctified. And absolutely abnormal to not be sanctified. It is as simple as that. It’s in Christ. I wish I could say more but I must move on.
 
Growth –where is it? It is in Christ. You grow up into Him as head. It is the most normal thing to grow in the Lord. When we do not grow, that is abnormal. Something is wrong. We grow to maturity. The place where we control the responsibility, the place where we can be a prayer warrior. The place where we can help in the work of the Lord. It is all given to us in the Lord Jesus. Overcoming. Some people may think, “Oh, don’t talk about overcoming. They are very special people. Not us. We are not overcomers. And God doesn’t even expect us to be overcomers. We are the normal run of the mill. We are not Watchman Nee or John Wesley or some of these other special saints. We are normal Christians. We are not overcomers. Overcomers is to be elite. It is to be special. It is not for the ordinary child of God.” But overcoming is yours in Christ.
 
Look here; let me put it another way. Here we have a two-fold union. If you are a child of God by the resurrection of the Lord Jesus and the work of the spirit of God, breathe to His salvation, begetting you again. If you are a Christian, you are, by God’s positioning, in Christ. Not in eternity. Of course, it will be true in eternity. But now, in the fallen world, in a society which is on the brink of the appearing of the antichrist, God has placed you, positioned you, in Christ. I don’t care how poor material you are, how stupid you are, how hopeless you are, what problems you’ve got, what impossible circumstances, God has put you in Christ and in Christ He’s given you everything. Everything! He’s placed you in Christ. He doesn’t wait until you are a special, special saint, cut out of stained glass window. He starts with the most impossible material. Don’t ask me why God loves you. I only know He loves me and that has to be some explanation as to why He loves you. I mean if I’ve been the Lord, I would’ve been done with the whole lot right from the beginning. I mean, think of the trouble we are. Always questioning, always murmuring, always critical. We read the Bible and we say not for me. I am a very special case, very difficult, I am an impossible case. Why does the Lord persevere with us? He has placed you in Christ. There is resurrection. There is power. There is life. There are all the possibilities and capabilities of growth. He’s has placed you in Christ. And in Christ He has given us everything. That’s the first thing.
 
Here is the second – he has placed Christ in you.  Now, can you believe that?  In that poor material, that is you and me, Christ lives. Oh, you say, “I am not sure.” Now if Christ is not in you, then you are not saved. If you are a child of God, if you are born of God, if you are saved by His grace, you are this moment, in Christ and Christ is in you. Paul put it very beautifully. He said, “when it pleased God to reveal His Son in me.” Have you ever asked the Lord to open your eyes instead of moaning all the time? Do you say, I am no good, I am no good, I am of poor material. I am so insignificant. Of course we all say that until someone else says, “So and so, you are so insignificant.” Then we get very angry. “How can so and so say such a thing about me! So and so said that I was insignificant. I am at least as good as that one.” But we say, it won’t work for me.
 
Now listen, dear child of God, God has placed you in Christ and placed Christ in you. If you are in Christ, you are in all the fullness of God. You are in all the power of His resurrection. You are in all the potentialities of His life. You are in that place of power, where sinners are turned into saints., where the ugly are changed into the likeness of the Lord Jesus, where wolves become lambs. Dear child of God, listen to me – everything is in the Lord Jesus. Service is in Him, ministry is in Him, church is in Him. God has placed everything in Christ. And then He has placed Christ in you.
 
Listen again, I must not say too much about this because I imagine Brother Stephen will say more about it. I have been crucified with Christ, oh you say, please – now we are back to that heavy sanctification, brokenness, falling into the ground and dying. Listen, I have been crucified with Christ. Nevertheless I live, yet not I but Christ liveth in me and the life which I now live, I live by the faith of the Son of God. Did you hear? Listen – crucified, live, live, life, live….it is all life! Christ lives in me. What is the problem?
 
The problem is you don’t know how to die. That’s the problem. I have to leave that with Brother Stephen. He will say that much better than I can. Let me say this – people come to me everywhere. I remember in Sweden years ago, young people come to me and say, “Brother, how can we live the Christian life?” I must have been speaking a lot about the Christian life. Everywhere I went, how can I live the Christian life? It is a problem. It seems impossible. And I said to them everywhere – your problem is not how to live the Christian life, it is how to die. For once you learn how to die, the life takes care of itself. It’s a fountain, it’s a spring, it is part of the beginning of the new creation. It is the resurrection life and power of the Lord Jesus. Does this make any sense to you?  Christ in me, the fruitful life, the overflowing life, the overcoming life. Wonderful!
 
Charles Spurgeon once said – winning others to Christ is in the overflow in a Christian’s life. Where there is no overflow, there is no winning of others. Think, those of you who came to know the Lord Jesus through watching another life – was it not that there was something about that life that was different?. There was a peace, there was a joy, there was a power. It is the overflow. That’s why I read that passage in John 15. You remember what the Lord Jesus said. Abide in Me and I in you.
 
Oh, listen, listen, listen – are you trying to fight your way into Christ, struggle and strive to get into Christ? You don’t have to. You are already there if you are saved. You are born again. You are a child of God.  You are there already. You don’t have to strive to get into Christ. You are to abide in Him. You remain where God has placed you. It is so simple. If God saved you, you are in Christ. Here comes the word - abide in Me. Remain in Me. Dwell in Me and I in you. Then listen to this, as the branch cannot bear fruit of itself except to abide in the vine so neither can ye except ye abide in Me. He that abideth in Me and I in him, the same beareth much fruit. For apart from Me, he can do nothing. Did you hear that? Apart from me, he can do nothing.  You can go to theological seminary. You can get titles before your name and degrees, letters after your name but if you’re not abiding in Christ and Christ in you, it amounts to nothing. Nothing! But I’m studying the bible. Nothing! But I’ve got a title in front of my name. Nothing! But I’ve got letters after my name. Nothing! But I’m on the church register roll. Nothing! You’re not abiding in Him and He in you, it amounts to nothing. But I’ve been baptized. Nothing! But I take the Lord’s Table. Nothing!. Your life is wood, hay and stubble. It’s made of straw.
 
I’ve often said this and I’ll say it again. I was always amazed when I went to Manila and I was taken to Imelda Marcus’ coconut palace. Everything in it was coconut. Carpets, shades on the lamps, wallpaper. I mean everything. I couldn’t believe it. It was the VIP guesthouse. I mean some Christians, they build a little shack. It’s obvious it’s a shack. All it needs is a little wind and the whole thing collapses. That’s what some Christian lives are made of. Superficiality, shallowness, worldliness. But some Christian live are like coconut palaces. You can actually put up very important people there. It really is beautiful. In fact, it is something to marvel at. But it is not gold or silver or precious stones. Nothing! Oh you say that’s a dreadful thing to say. You mean that all my church attendance and all my singing amounts to nothing? Yes, if it is apart from Him. It amounts to nothing. It’s a hard word but it’s a necessary word.
 
You know we can know all these wonderful truths and not know Him. We could actually express in words some of the things I’ve said. I mean, you only have to have average intelligence, maybe a little more than average intelligence. You want to be really clever. Most of us should be able to understand my colloquialism, mark up this kind of truth.
We can talk and we can actually put it into words. Everyone will say, “Ohh…very good.” But we know about the truth, we don’t know the truth. We know about Christ but do not necessarily know Him. That’s the difference.
 
Now, I hope that what I’ve said has some meaning – Christ -- in Christ and Christ in you. Oh, what a wonderful thing it is once the Lord’s got hold of us.
 
Let me just illustrate a little. I’ll try to make it a little simpler. Christ in you is all the power of God in you if only your eyes would open. There is no problem He cannot solve. There is no obstacle He cannot cause you to overcome. There is no advance He cannot make in your life. He is power. Is it any wonder that Paul prayed for them at Ephesus that they might know the exceeding greatness of His power? Exceeding greatness.
 
Let me give a little illustration. I’m not a scientist and I’m not even slightly scientifically- minded but every time I see one of those rockets going off from Cape Kennedy, I cannot believe it. They are going to cover millions of miles in a short time.  How is that possible? Such power. Yet in the simplest child of God, there is far superior power.
 
Years ago, I remember when I first sat in a jumbo jet. Don’t laugh. I’ve never been in such a plane. The planes I’ve been in – we could have fit about ten of them into the jumbo. I remember looking all the way down the aisle right to the end of the aircraft. It was as big as this hall. I couldn’t believe it. And then there was an upstairs. I’ve never been in a plane with an upstairs. And then I looked out at the window. And it was higher than my bedroom on the first floor of the home, you know, the upper floor. Then I thought to myself, “Do I really believe this plane is going to take off?” I thought to myself, “I wonder what it weights.” Then I began to look at the people come in – one after the other. They strapped one lady in three seats. It is absolutely true. They bought out one of those extended safety belts and I thought to myself, “Every seat in this plane is full. And if they all have as much luggage as I’ve got, will it ever take off?” And I remember when they started up the engines. I thought, oh – it is not as noisy as the little planes I’m used to it. And it never stopped at the end of the runway. Those old planes, you older ones, will remember, always stopped at the end of the runway. It went down and up again and finally it took off. This just turns straight into the runway and it began and I thought, “It cannot take off, it’s going too slowly.” But it just went down so gently and suddenly, I looked out the window and I saw the ground was disappearing. Now you can see how scientific I am.
 
But you see Romans 8:2:
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.
 
Superior power took over from inferior power. You never overcome something by suppressing it. You take smoking or any other addiction – the more you try to stop smoking, the more you smoke. You need superior power. When you’re filled with the spirit, when the Lord Jesus manifests His power in you, you’re free from the law of sin and death. Power. It is amazing.
 
Another illustration I’ve often use - some of you will have heard it before. You go out here, especially out here in California. You go out into the mountains and you will see a huge tree and very often you will see a space. A great boulder, a great rock, split. I used to think to myself, “What happened here?” Well, I’ll tell you.  There was one time a great rock and it had a little crevice in it and a tiny seed the size of my small fingernail dwelled in the crevice. Now if the seed could understand me, I would have said to it, “You stupid little seed. Why have you fallen into this crevice? You should have fallen over there where there’s nice earth.” But the little seed would say to me if it could speak, “I have life in me and the power of that life, I trust.” When that seed germinates, a few little roots go down, so small, so weak, so sensitive, it is ridiculous. I would say, “So you’re going to try and overcome this rock? All I need to do is put my foot on you and that’s the end of you.” But that little seed says, “I’m trusting a life in me.” And those weak tender little roots go down and the shoot goes up and two leaves appear. Years have gone by and two more and perhaps two more. Then I say, “Don’t think you’re going to overcome this rock. This rock will kill you.” But the little seed says, “I have a life in me. I’m trusting the power in that life.”
 
Do you know what happens? It grows and grows and grows and grows. And suddenly, the rock is split and a huge tree has grown. Now many people say to me they have problems like that boulder. Oh, they say – why did God do this to me? Because God is educating you, that’s why. He’s training you. He’s bringing you to trust in Him. Not what you see, not what you hear, not what you feel. Trusting Him. If you believe that Jesus Christ is in you, alive, powerful, that boulder will be split in two and you will grow into the tree that you’re meant to be.
 
The power from life. I could go on and on, giving illustrations. There’s fruit in that life. Fruit doesn’t just come. I mean the bees, the butterflies, the bugs, they can’t do anything if there’s no life but where there’s life, they can pollinate.  You know an apple tree always has apples and a mango tree always has mangoes. Now how come a mango didn’t produce an apple? You understand? Why does an apricot always have apricots? Why couldn’t it produce something else? Theirs is an apricot life, mango life, apple life. The fruit is in the life. All the other things can only bring out what is in the life. It is the fruit of the spirit. That is, love and joy and peace, long suffering and all the other things that are so wonderful. I find this tremendous.
 
You know fruit is also Christ-likeness. You have life in you that can only be Christ-like. If you obey the Lord of that life, you will bear much fruit. It is an amazing thing that you can only prune something when there’s life. When it’s dead, can’t do anything. But where there’s life, you clean it, you prune it, you discipline it. It is so amazing this whole subject. I find it amazing, anyway. Even reproduction. It is amazing. You cannot reproduce if there’s no life. Where there’s life, there’s reproduction. What a sad thing it is when a Christian has never led another person to the Lord. You just think of us here today. If every one of us led one person to the Lord, think of it. But if there is no fruit, people are not attracted. They simply think we’re religious.  So and so goes to the temple, so and so goes to the synagogue. They’re religious. But when people see fruit, when they see love and joy and peace and long-suffering and self-control, when they see fruit of the spirit, when they see something like the Lord Jesus, when they see people prepared to lay down their lives for others, in their heart comes a hunger and so people are saved.
 
Well I must finish but I love to go on talking and talking because there is a homing instinct in this life. I notice especially with young men when they come to the Lord, they are never sure if they are able to “keep it up,” is how they put it. I’m not sure if I’ll be able to keep it up. You don’t have to if you will only trust the Lord, that life that is in the Lord Jesus. You know there’s a homing instinct.
 
I find it amazing that every year, I wait to see the swallows come. They come all the way from South Africa, thousands of miles and they spend just about two or three weeks in Jerusalem. I see them diving everywhere. They’re on their way to Moscow, St. Petersburg, to Oslo. The other side, they go by Gibraltar, to Britain. When I lived in Britain, at one point we had to take down the whole wall in half the house where we met. I used to wait every year for the swallows. I don’t know if they thought I was a kind of inspector but I used to go out and wait for them – third week of May. And the moment they arrive, they would dive backwards and forwards with their cries. For hundreds of years, they’ve nested on a particular wall but that year, there was no wall and it was the most amazing site. These birds were hobbling on what they felt had to be a wall. But there was no wall. It’s almost as if I’d say to them, “Did you go to university to find the way that you should come to South Africa, to Britain? How do you know the way?” These were babies that had flown all the way. Something in them, something in them told them this is the way and would not rest until they arrived home.
 
If the Lord Jesus is in you, the spirit of God will give no rest until He has got you home. Paul said that He has begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. Homing instinct.
 
Well, finally, let me finish. In this darkness, I have no idea whether you’re all asleep. The wonderful light shine on us. Jonathan and I could be more or less speaking to ourselves. I can see people in the front row.
 
Let me say something about overcoming, finally. This resurrection life of our Lord Jesus is inherently an overcoming life. It overcame all the powers of darkness and even Satan himself. When the Lord Jesus was raised from the dead, it was exceeding greatness of power. Overcoming is inherent within the resurrection life of the Lord Jesus. How interesting it is that when the Lord speaks to those seven churches. To each one He says – to him that overcomes, to him that overcomes. He that overcomes, it is a personal matter. Not those who overcome.  To him or her that overcomes, within the context of the church. There may be Jezebel here, there may be a name that they live but they’re dead, there may be lukewarmth here, there they be those who have left their first love, there may be Nicolaitans here. But the Lord says he that overcomes, he that overcomes – to him will I grant this or that.
 
Personal problems, family problems, work problems, relationship problems in the church. Listen again – to him that overcomes. Is the Lord taunting us or does He mean there is overcoming life? Listen again – He that has an ear let him hear what the spirit says to the church. Overcoming is linked to the hearing ear. Dear brothers and sisters, we all have problems and difficulties, sometimes with one another. It is a tremendous thing to hear what the spirit is saying and in the midst of all the problems and difficulties, to overcome.
 
But there is one last thing; there is another overcoming as well. Final overcoming. There will come a day when this poor old body will burst into a new life. You younger ones don’t yet need to bother about this but those who are getting older, it is a wonderful thing to think. In the twinkling of an eye, no doctors, no specialist, no cosmetics surgery, no long therapies. In a single moment, in a twinkling of an eye – at the last trumpet, we shall all be changed. What an amazing thing! A redemption body. I can’t wait for it myself. Just to think.  What kind of body would it be?  It would be so much more suitable for serving the Lord. Beloved brothers and sisters, this corruptible must put on incorruption. And this mortal must put on immortality. It is amazing to me. In the twinkling of an eye when God spoke the word originally, in a moment of time, he brought into being what did not exist. With a word, so it will be. When that trumpet of the Lord sounds and in a moment of time, we shall all be changed. This is to know the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. It will be the final act of knowing Him in His resurrection. I do not know which is the most wonderful thing to experience in this matter. Is it better to die and from one’s flesh to go to dust? Dust to dust and ashes to ashes, as we say? Is that the best? Or is it better to be changed? Which is the greater miracle? To be alive at the coming of the Lord and in a single moment of time, you know this body will change.
 
We’ve been justified in our spirit, we’ve been saved in our soul and we finally will see the redemption of our body. Nothing left to the devil. Spirit, soul and body preserved entire to the coming of the Lord. Charles Spurgeon once preached a marvelous message, a sermon on “not a hoof or a herd shall be left in Egypt.” So great is this salvation that not a single part of your being will be left. It will all be saved. Paul says we who are alive and remain shall in no way precede those who are dead in Christ for the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them. How amazing. Resurrection, the final act, those whose bodies have long since disappeared. Where is Paul’s’ body, Peter’s body, John’s body, Stephen’s body, Apollo’s body, Aquila and Priscilla, Martin Luther, Augustine, Calvin, Wesley. Shall I go on? What happened to their bodies? Dust. In some cases, not even dust. Gone. How amazing. Its all going to be brought back in an creative act of God. When we receive a body like His, no more aches, no more pains, no more headaches. What a wonderful thing! Of course, that’s the smallest thing. The greatest thing is to be justified in your spirit and for God to have done a work in your souls. Making you, changing you in the likeness of the Lord Jesus. But don’t despise that body – there is going to be a casing to the spirit and the soul. We are not angels, well some of us know that already. But anyway, we are not angels. God never created us angels. He created us human beings. Spirit, soul and body. And the final act of knowing Christ in His resurrection is when we shall all be changed. May the Lord bless us.
 
Shall we pray:
Beloved Lord, we want to thank You for that resurrection life from that power of Yours. We want to thank You that whoever we are, whatever we are, whatever our problems and difficulties, You have given us that life of Yours and in that life is power. And Lord our prayer this night –open our eyes to the exceeding greatness of that power that is brought forth. Reveal Your Son in us. Open the eyes to our heart. Touch us, Lord so that in Your light, we see light as we can see all our fountains are in Thee. We ask it in the name of Jesus, Amen.
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If you would turn with me to Philippians 3:10:
That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.
 
And then Ephesians 1:15-23:
For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you, and your love for all the saints, do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened so that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age, but also in the one to come. And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fulness of Him who fills all in all.
 
Shall we have a further word of prayer:
Beloved Lord, how glad we are that we are found in Your presence, and Lord, we want to ask that You will meet us this evening. Lord, we pray that Your Holy Spirit be at work in the whole of this time. Many of us may know the truth, but Lord, we pray that it may come home to us with fresh clarify and power. Lord, let Your resurrection life and power swallow up everything this evening. Open the eyes of our hearts. Touch us at the very center of our being. It always pleases You, Lord, to make Your power known in weakness. We are all weak people. Lord, let Your power be manifested this night. We thank You Lord, You have said about the ministry of Your word, that it is death in those who minister and life in those to whom the word is ministered. So let it be, Lord. We thank You for the anointing grace and power which is ours in the Lord Jesus and which the Holy Spirit makes a glorious reality.  Into that anointing grace and power, we stand by faith for both the speaking of Your word, the translating of Your word and the hearing of Your word. We ask all this in the name of our Messiah, the Lord Jesus, Amen.
 
By the way, this evening is the first night I can see you all. They brought the lights up. Only the first two rows, I can’t see them tonight. Now I can see everyone who falls asleep. That’s why I wanted the lights to come up.
 
You must all know now that my responsibility during these times is knowing Christ in His resurrection. I am not going to go over what we have said the last two evenings or we will not have time to cover what I believe we need to this evening.
 
I want to talk about the church. The church is found only in the resurrection life and power of the Lord Jesus. In that glorious resurrection life of the Lord Jesus, a new man has been produced. A new man has been born. It is wholly within the life of the Lord Jesus and it is an amazing fact that everything about the church should be life and resurrection power. Supremely, the church is the witness in the world to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. The church cannot be put together by man although men have always tried to put it together.  The church cannot be set up by human beings although even saved human beings are all the time trying to set up churches. The church can only be born of God. It is planted by the Holy Spirit. It is something alive, something organic. It is something beyond the capability of man, even Biblically-knowledgeable man, even theologically-correct man.  The church is something found within the resurrection life and power of the Lord Jesus.
 
Where is He tonight? Where is He at this very moment?  He is at the right hand of God. It is the Holy Spirit that makes that resurrection life and power a reality in human beings. Then we discover one another in the Lord. Then we are committed to Christ crucified in one another. That is the way the church is born. I am very well aware that only the Holy Spirit can open up the eyes of our heart on this matter.
 
The great mistake of church history – we see on every page and we see it today all around us, in every country – is what I call “Old Testament Christianity.” Now don’t get me wrong. My Bible consists of an Old Testament and a New Testament. I do not have a Bible that consist of 27 books. My Bible consist of 66 books. Nor do I think the New Testament is superior to the Old Testament – this is humanistic nonsense. I cannot believe that something given to us by the Holy Spirit 2,000 years ago is more inspired than what was given 4,000 years ago. If God spoke 4,000 years ago, 5,000 years ago, 6,000 years ago, 2,000 years ago…if God spoke, it is God’s word and it must be authoritative, inspired, practical and relevant and that in all its parts from Genesis to Revelation. But nevertheless, there is a very real difference in the new covenant and the old covenant. In the old covenant, it was all special places, sacred places, special people, sacred people. Special buildings, sacred buildings - that is what I call “Old Testament Christianity.”
 
Of course, if we are born of God, we are going to have to meet somewhere. We are, of course, meeting in Christ, on the foundation in Christ, in the heavenly places. We believers are extraordinary people. We are on the earth and at the same time, in the heavenly places. The only people in the world who can be in two places at once! Isn’t that amazing! And the church is also on earth. I’m talking about the church on earth - on earth but in the heavenlies at the same time. Now is that too much for you to understand? Of course, we have to meet together so there must be a place we meet. It may be a hall, a school, maybe a home. It may be some other building. I mean, the point is this – there is a vast difference between something that is an organization attached to a particular place and building with particular people running it. May the good Lord help me. It is no easy matter to explain this. But really, so much of the church is in the same area as the synagogue and the temple in the old covenant.
 
Let me try to explain. Do you remember that before Pentecost, 120 born-again believers met in an upper room in Jerusalem? Do you remember that? They were all there. The apostles were there. Mary, the mother of our Lord was there, his brothers were there. It was amazing. There were 120. 120 born-again believers. They were absolutely sound in doctrine. They believed in the authority of the 39 books of the old covenant. There was no New Testament. It was in the making. They believed in the authority, relevance and inspiration of those 39 books. They had absolute faith in the Lord Jesus, in His virgin birth, in His sinlessness, in His Messiah-ship, in His atoning death, in His burial, in His resurrection on the third day. And of course, in His ascension. They had been witnesses. They actually were the eyes and had seen much of what happened. They were clear about the Lord Jesus. They had pure doctrine, absolute faith in the risen, glorified Messiah. Absolute trust in the word of God, its authority and inspiration and even more remarkable, they were absolutely one! That is always an amazing thing when believers are one, even for a few weeks. They were there with one accord. No dissenting voice.
This is incredible for Jews. I don’t know about Chinese but I do know about Jews, and it is very hard to ever get Jews to really be together. The first Prime Minister of Israel, when he was asked what it was like to be Prime Minister, he said it was like being prime minister to three million prime ministers. Here, we have 120 born again believers, pure doctrine, absolutely trust in Word of God – faith in the Lord Jesus, actually he Himself had been teaching them and opening their understanding to things concerning the kingdom of God.
 
Now here’s my question - wouldn’t you call that a perfect church? Isn’t that the kind of church we all long for? Now just wait – there’s something more. They met together with fasting and prayer. I wonder how many assemblies here ever fasted and prayed. I mean, this is an exceptional congregation. If the whole of San Francisco, everything called by the name “church” were such an assembly, we would be thrilled! But the Lord Jesus said you must wait till the Holy Spirit comes upon you. Let me put it another way. It was almost like the Lord Jesus was afraid they would get out and start these congregations everywhere. They are so full of zeal, so full of faith, they are so devoted, they’ll get out and start congregations all over the place. There’ll be born-again believers who trust in the word of God, faith in the Lord Jesus. But He said wait, wait until the Holy Spirit is come upon you. On that day of Pentecost when the Lord Jesus received the promised Holy Spirit and poured him out, 120 units, the 120 individuals who are the perfect congregation became 120 members, 120 limbs of a body. It is a dimensional difference.
 
Let me put it another way. A congregation however perfect and sound can be organized and it can be organized like any human or social club but the other is something that cannot be organized by man - the organization within the resurrection life of its risen head. It is the Holy Spirit that produces the ministries. It is the Holy Spirit who gifts the members. It is the Holy Spirit that enables the members to function and only in relation to a head that cannot be seen.
 
Dear brothers and sisters, do you follow me? A congregation can be put together. A congregation can be set up. To use a peculiar American term – a church like this can be “got off the ground.” Actually, it never gets off the ground. It is something that belongs to this earth. Now, I don’t know how to use any other word that I mentioned. The body of Christ is in another dimension. Do you understand that? You have to break the spiritual sound barrier to be in that dimension. That’s the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. It is the breaking of a spiritual sound barrier. There was nothing wrong with the temple or the tabernacle or even the synagogue: the old covenant. But in the new, it is something beyond a man’s capabilities. Beyond his power. It is something that only the Holy Spirit can do. Now some may say to me, “Now this is ridiculous. We’re human beings. You mean to tell me we have to sit around until somebody somehow mystically does something?” No, not at all. I’m saying this – that where there are two or three born-again believers and they come together on the foundation of the Lord Jesus and refuse to reject any other born-again believer who has been received by Christ, you have the beginning. But until there comes, by the spirit of God, a committal to Christ in one another, the church cannot be born by the Holy Spirit. You can only have an “Old Testament Christianity.”
 
Has it confused you all? Let me look at this from another angle. Have you ever noticed a remarkable thing in John 15? I am going to read just a few verses. John 15:1-5:
 
I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit. You are already clean because of the word which I have spoke to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.
 
Now I am neither a scientist nor a mathematician. I hated mathematics. But I do know one thing. Nothing is nothing. It doesn’t matter how many times you multiply naught, it equals naught. Jesus said apart from Me, ye can do nothing. It doesn’t matter how much Biblical knowledge you have, it doesn’t even matter how clear you are on church pricinples, if it is up here. Apart from the Lord Jesus, you can do nothing. The vine has always been a symbol of the chosen people of God. Always. Jehosephat tells us that one of the great wonders in the world in his day, it was to be seen in the temple, a great filigree, gold, pure gold vine. He said it went up in the porch before you went into the holy place. It’s rolled work in pure gold. Branches, leaves, tendrils, fruit.
 
Jesus said I am the vine.  Now how could He say I am the people of God?  The Lord Jesus was always saying extraordinary things. I am the bread of life. I am the way, the truth and the life. I am the resurrection and the life. I am the door. I am the good shepherd. Some of these are difficult to understand. Some are very easy. I mean, how do you eat Him? I mean it was a puzzle to them. I am the bread of life. He that eateth Me shall live forever. No wonder some of them thought, “I never heard anything like this.” There’s something weird. When He said I am the good shepherd, that’s understandable. When He said I am the door, that’s a little puzzling but it’s understandable. But when He said I am the true vine and then made it perfectly clear – abide in Me and I in you – I am the vine, you are the branches.
 
Now some of you may have seen Italian vines. They have quite a kind of trunk which  out comes the branches. Then we understand – He is the trunk, we are the branches. But Jesus never said that. He could have said, “I am the trunk, you are the branches.” That’s absolutely explicable. But He said I am the vine – the root, the trunk, the branches, the leaves, the tendrils, the blossom and the fruit. I am the total vine. I am everything that the vine is and you are in Me.  Not the total.  You are branches.  You’re in Me. Abide in Me, I in you for apart from Me, you can do nothing.
 
Now I don’t want to get into a controversy over this matter. There is one very good thing about the Old King James version. It uses very old language and when it says “thou” it refers to an individual. “Thou” or “thee” - that’s an individual. “You” is plural. We normally understand this declaration in completely personal terms. He is the vine. I am a branch. I am in Him and He is in me and in this way, we bear fruit. But the Lord was talking about the people of God. That’s why they put that golden vine on the entrance of the temple. It had something to do with the dwelling place of God, something to do with the habitation of God, something to do with the home of God. Let’s put it another way.
The Lord Jesus is far too great to be contained in one born-again believer.  He needs all of us.  He is the vine. We are branches. He says abide in Me and I in you. Now the church is the vine and once again, we discover something tremendous. It is not something impersonal. It is not just a collection of individuals – born again and sound. It is in some amazing way, an incorporation of every born again believer into Christ. Oh dear, do you find it all too much this evening? I don’t see you asleep – I’m glad but I don’t know about the two rows in the front.
 
Let’s come back to this. Matthew 18:20. You’ve heard this even if you are the youngest person in this place, you’ve heard it:
For where two or three have gathered together in My name, there I am in their midst.
 
What does the Lord mean? First of all, there is one little tiny word in the beginning. For where two or three are gathered – the general idea is we’ve got a few believers and we’re gathering in the name of the Lord. We don’t understand what that phrase “in the name of the Lord” means but nevertheless, we’re gathering in the name of the Lord. And therefore the Lord is in the midst. But it means far more than that. What it means is this – those two or three believers are gathered into the name. That is, they are incorporated in such a way that they can speak to the Father in the name of the Lord Jesus.
 
Let me explain it another way. Look –you see me –here am I. This is my body. This is my head.  You got it?  Now is there another name for this part or this part?  Of course not! There’s only one name – Lance Lambert.  That’s the name of my head and my whole body shares that name. Now here’s Jonathan Pong. He has fingers just like mine but his fingers cannot speak in the name of Lance Lambert. Now he has very nice fingers but those fingers of his cannot meet in the name of Lance Lambert. They can only meet in the name of Jonathan Pong. He has feet – yes, two feet, two hands, a nose, ears, eyes. All the parts, limbs, members are part of the fellowship of Jonathan Pong. His fingers live in the name of Jonathan Pong. His hands work in the name of Jonathan Pong. His feet walk in the name of Jonathan Pong. And when the members of his body call upon the head, they call upon the name of Jonathan Pong. Is it too much for you? Listen carefully, if two of you shall agree on earth that’s touching anything that they shall ask of my Father who is in heaven, it shall be given them.
 
We don’t agree to agree. That is a false understanding. It is rather that we are agreed by the Holy Spirit. The word in Greek is “symphonia” from which we get the English word “symphony.” We are symphonized, we are harmonized. What the head wants is transmitted by the Holy Spirit to the members of the body and they act in the name of the Head. They fulfill the will of God in the name of the Head. They stand and withstand and having done all, stand in the name of the Head. Does it begin to dawn upon you something tonight? I hope so.
 
What a wonderful thing it is when a gathering of born-again believers is filled with resurrection life and power. Beloved brothers and sisters, our assemblies, I’m not talking about any particular ones, our assemblies are sometimes the most boring place on earth. They are like old steam engines trying to get up a mountain. There’s no power, there’s no life, sometimes people pray, they mumble and mumble. What’s the point of a prayer time when we can’t hear one another? Or you say – well, God hears them. Well, yes, so they may as well go home and pray by their bed. How can I say Amen to that I can’t even hear? That is because we are so afraid. We feel somehow unworthy, insignificant, too weak to pray. Oh, how tremendous when the resurrection life and power of the Lord Jesus courses through the members of the body. And then we stand against the wiles of the devil. We withstand in the evil day. And having done all, we stand.
 
Now, let me come again at it from another angle. There is a term used for the church which is only used in the New Testament - head and body. Ephesians 1:22-23:
And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, and the fulness of Him who fills all in all.
 
You notice that? Head over all things to the church which is His body. Colossians 1:18: He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; so that He Himself might come to have first place in everything.
 
Now the problem is so many believers, Christians, look upon Jesus as the head as if He is the head of the university, the head of a hospital, the head of a school, head of the government. We are the staff, He is the principal. We are the student body, He is the director or whatever. We are here, He is there. That is not how the Holy Spirit has introduced this term in the New Testament. It is as head and body.
 
Let me say what I’ve said many times. You’ve never seen a living, headless body. You have never seen a living, body-less head. The whole meaning of this term is that head and body are together. Of course, it is true the Lord Jesus exists apart from us. Of course! We will never devalue His divinity. But this picture is to illustrate something. The church is an organic union. The church is a living organism. It can only function when the head and the body are together. The moment you alienate the head, the body is paralyzed. The moment you divorce the head, the body begins to die. This is an amazing picture. This body was produced by the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. Now, again, there is something remarkable because the emphasis is always on the head. In other words, if you want an example. Colossians 2:19:
and not holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God.
 
In other words, the body can only really discover itself when it discovers its Lord. Now let me put it another way. The church only functions when she is in living union with the Head. Look at Ephesians 4:15:
but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ,
 
Dear brother, dear sister, it is only when you grow up into Christ as Head that you discover the body. What an interesting term – grow up into Him in all things. I’m growing up into Him as Head. You’re growing up into Him as Head. He’s growing up into Him who is Head. Then we discover one another.
 
You see, well, let me put it yet another way. The church is a living organism when it is in living union with its head. Nothing is impossible. It will turn the world upside down. It will have such an impact even upon fallen human society.
 
Nations can be changed. When the church is where it ought to be, when it becomes an organization, when it becomes a mere institution, when it becomes a mere tradition, when it becomes denominationalized, society is not touched. The world is not touched. When the Holy Spirit brought the resurrection life of the Lord Jesus unto that 120, 3,000 more were saved and then the whole of Jerusalem was turned upside down and then Judea and then Samaria and then at the end, the whole Roman world. No theological seminaries, no great Bible schools as such, no great organizations, I am not saying that such organizations are wrong, what I’m saying is that they have nothing of it. Was it the 120? No. It was the risen head in 120 members. It is as simple as that.
 
Now you can see the satanic strategy – always, divorce the body from the head and substitute the head by other things. Wherever you look in church history, in every great movement of the spirit of God, as it were realigning the people of God, bringing back the people of God to the original path. I call them “mini-pentecosts.” For it always began with the Holy Spirit. Who could produce the light that shone into the heart of Martin Luther when he suddenly understood that the just shall live by faith? Who took hold of that simple man George Fox? I could go on and on but time, we have to watch time. I can speak of Wesley or Whitfield, speak of Darby or of Newton or some of the others. I can speak of the early pentecostal and some of the charismatics. It has turned the world upside down. Every time it’s been the Lord Jesus re-enthroned.
 
Let me put it this way, the fact that Jesus is enthroned at the right hand of God has been recognized. In every one of these movements, you have certain teachings - the Lordship of Jesus, the full salvation He’s worked, the absolute authority of the word of God, the person and work of the Holy Spirit, fellowship. In that sense, in everyone there has been some expression of the body of Christ until finally man has taken over again.
 
Well, I think we must begin to close but may I say something about the headship of Christ? Whenever this term is used, it has the body or the church in view. The Lordship of Jesus can be personal but the headship is always corporate. Now let me just say something. I believe that the most vital and strategic need is the matter of the headship of the Lord Jesus. Take the leadership – real leadership is a question of men who hear the Lord. This is on every level of church life. If we do not recognize Jesus as Head, we are in trouble. And let me say something else, it is not just a question of recognizing the Lord Jesus as head, we need to have an ear to hear what He is saying. Wherever the church is built and expressed in reality, the fullness of its life is dependent upon whether there are people who are able to get on their knees and seek the Lord. Oh, how many times I remember when I lived in Britain when we had some big problem. Of course, we brothers prayed about it but then we would take it to the home and sometimes we put aside the whole week’s routine and simply get on our knees and seek the Lord. Every time that happens, a renewing went through the home as if the head was realigning us.
 
And here is a very funny thing and when I say funny, I don’t mean to be a rebel. Only the Lord could do this. We brothers often don’t have the answer and then at the end of the prayer time, some dear little old sister would come up and stand there almost trembling and would say, first she could hardly speak the Queen’s English and had no great education, she would stand there almost trembling and she would say, “Brother, do forgive me, I don’t think it’s my place to say anything but as we were praying, I think the Lord gave me,” and she would turn to Scripture and I would listen as she read that Scripture and I say, “She’s got it.” She hit the nail on the head. What about all the big brothers? Well, you could say – those big brothers, they are no good.  How could they not hear?! But I tell you what the Lord said to me – don’t get upset, this is the way I balance the body. That’s exactly what it says in 1 Corinthians 12. There are parts of the body that are as important as other parts but they are not so seen. The biggest problem with those who represent the headship of the lord Jesus is that we turn in on ourselves and we don’t even realize it but we become proud.
 
It is a tremendous thing to have an ear for the Lord and sometimes the Lord will speak to the simplest, poorest, weakest member of the body. The power in the church, the living- ness in the church, the renewing of the church is all dependent upon hearing the Head.
 
When I was first saved, I had never read the Bible and therefore everything about the Bible was new and to a certain extent, strange to me. And I used to be full of questions, questions that other people didn’t seem to have but I had them in a great number and one of them had to do with Moses and Aaron. Everywhere I read, I found that they were always falling flat on their faces before the Lord. I thought these great men, leaders of God’s people – why are they always falling on their faces before the Lord? Every time there’s a problem, they fall on their faces before the Lord. But of all the people of the children of Israel, they are the ones that know what to do. Since the Lord has given them the law, why don’t they do something? But they fell on their face before the Lord.
 
Now that’s the difference between knowledge and wisdom. Knowledge is knowing what the facts are and many go ahead and just apply the facts, sometimes with disastrous consequences. Wisdom is to know from the Lord how to apply the facts. That is why Moses was called the meekest man on the face of the earth. He was teachable.  That is the key and that is why again and again and again, in this history of the church, the church has died. Because knowledge puffs up, wisdom comes through dependence on the Lord.
 
Just two other things and I’m through. This living organism, the church, is so designed by God that it can expand and contract. It can go forward as it were and then retreat. There is a fluidity. This church can go into caves, fields and forests and survive. The other kind of church – cut the head off, destroy the headquarters, take it over and the church is finished. It is amazing how the real church, when it is in living union with its head, can go through the most incredible trials and tribulations and come out the other end with more than it had in the beginning.
 
Well, dear folks, that’s really all I wanted to say. This last thing is very simple. When Luke came to write the write the book of Acts, he dedicated it to a man called Theophilus. He spoke about the former things he wrote about in the gospel of Luke and then he said in Acts 1:1
The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach,
 
“Began” - what does he mean? From the beginning of Acts 1, Jesus has ascended. Why does he say “began both to do and to teach” unless he means that Acts is the continuation of the Lord Jesus doing and teaching through His body.  The church is not an end in itself. It is to be a ministry to the Lord. It is to be a ministry to the world. It is to be the house of prayer for all nations. It is to be the place where God reveals Himself. The place where God expresses Himself.  Oh, for such a church!  Wherever there are believers, if we could only simply meet in the Lord Jesus and be the expression of our risen, glorified Lord and Head, what a tremendous thing it would be!
 
I don’t have much doubt we are moving into one of the most troubling periods the world has ever seen and this trouble will affect also the United States and Canada. May the Lord, in some very real way, touch the eyes of our hearts. That we may know Him in His resurrection both personally and corporately. May the Lord do it.
 
Shall we pray:
Dear Lord, we do pray that You would preserve anything said this evening from misinterpretation or misunderstanding. We need You, Lord. We pray that in every single assembly that is represented here this evening, You will cause that resurrection life and power of Yours to be manifest. Help us, Lord. Help us to grow up into the Lord Jesus as head in all things. To hold fast the head in all things so that the body may function.
Lord, You can do it. We do not know what lies ahead of us other than we have this sense of very great trouble. Beloved Lord, You have always loved us, You are the good shepherd, You’ve laid down Your life for the sheep. Lord, touch our hearts. Open us up to Yourself in a new way. Lord, will You work in all of us, from those of us with the greatest responsibilities to those who are the simplest helps? Lord, work and may we discover something of the wonder of being in the body of our Lord Jesus. We ask it in His name, Amen.
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